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What real estate stakeholders expect 

from Budget 2026

Real estate leaders are urging the government for key policy 

changes in the Union Budget 2026. They want measures to 

boost housing affordability and liquidity. Suggestions include 

reviving buyer incentives, easing GST, and increasing 

institutional capital. The sector aims to address rising costs and 

buyer preferences for sustained economic expansion.

From calls to revive homebuyer incentives and ease GST 

burdens to demands for deeper institutional capital and 

infrastructure-led development, the sector is pitching for reforms 

that address both demand-side stress and supply-side 

bottlenecks.

Industry leaders say Budget 2026 presents an opportunity to 

recalibrate housing policy in line with rising land and 

construction costs, evolving buyer preferences and the growing 

role of real estate in India’s economic expansion.
ET Realty

https://f44ul.r.a.d.sendibm1.com/mk/cl/f/TGtmW7uJkw_V0WPqoTYDGJiR09O8a_3yMMhk3rr0qSYeL9ryDhKQO2d0kkdMab4W8sZ8efT35VrntvFcF4qa87I-QpynIksWEuJ5pGYQ0Co2D4rABFf3kkVeZFszQ-V57wr71zde6jUI4rGkijJbUEzD3VGBnaD3kmU2WyQSleYJWUXYYcHWmSgXzWszifmwiCabUIWlE26jSeR_xc6uIYPhr4wngmLRMgHF7Ro_4889544YDqR3F-fVjAnfYG5u99GcIs-6CyeKsrX0l2mixwyMyM7Uvaoklt8kd1nRpqMWU_lMgOMR-MgNKIuG-E1QnEHF3A


Economic Survey suggests marketing 

ban and highest GST on ultra-processed 

foods to tackle obesity

Noting the increased ultra-processed foods (UPFs) in Indians’ 

diet, the Economic Survey 2026-27 suggests a marketing ban 

on such products from 6 a.m. to 11 p.m. for all media. Tabled 

in the Lok Sabha by Finance Minister Nirmala Sitharaman on 

Thursday (January 29, 2026), the Economic Survey also rues 

celebrity endorsement, emotional selling, and marketing tactics 

used by companies producing these UPFs as a major 

challenge to tackle obesity.

The Hindu

https://f44ul.r.a.d.sendibm1.com/mk/cl/f/ue26WCcTV6vs-ahi4UcHY4jWHblPMbALrtJF5e_dS2IBR4ZLH5LTmnKdHXLF3EV5JF2LqXBkWAS8OvC8Qa-t2FhcBHxD0FFv3tOkXHrk2N3gqqxsL6yftW8BQIa575wZ8P585YA3H6GvPSa2Bt8g4dXCFx7Ql_K4-gUxqMVfsmBKwSU1_60jEgWS6I2GcqUVdVzQk_hFJ-1OMT-1yznXuBDGsj0gdjbsNSsK-p47SdDmYT87WGvUlwEKZL-ZmHQuff9X_v5bNkDMIY6lj0TKqzcKH-Jx6Eg_HutNHVVTBXnZWr4AypVzHNqGgjyXPRV-RxNAKaMPu86oxpSzUYoqHIz6UCLFEWfzjJJz5Iq6xaTT


India’s cigarette industry to see 6–8% 

contraction in next fiscal following higher 

taxes

India’s domestic cigarette industry is likely to see a 6–8% 

contraction in volumes in the next financial year following 

higher indirect taxes coming into effect from February 1, 2026 

according to Crisil Ratings.

Under the revised tax structure, cigarettes will continue to 

attract a 28 per cent GST, but the compensation cess will be 

withdrawn and replaced with an additional excise duty ranging 

from Rs. 2.05 to Rs. 8.5 per stick, depending on cigarette 

length. GST on the final retail price will also rise to 40 per cent. 

However, the agency cautioned that sharper-than-expected 

volume declines or further tax hikes remain key risks to watch.

Business Today

https://f44ul.r.a.d.sendibm1.com/mk/cl/f/qjKK1X8anghZsozpz_wzqKNiuQkLrYzQuNmbznpSeNEVs7jHZvAOga20M2JhH3Ag-OVMQBZZzALc4ayZ1CqkmAOQ_AhRiHIojGcBqCcCcfWnKiEizUlbPorroDac2l_CkdHGgb3MUhsSjSS3GjZz_W23x5sDaVzLx0HB0mb1zJW1afWVS8jVHrN6UgF44iVQKU-5KaN1qR79O4VQidi7OFMdhBuyKxT7nMc2lk_E9HXggjzUCPhY2DUDltERWCpIzaz4JB52a_4s6UDoeRDqofnkcaKy5QtI49Iuv3qdhXJwc7bk3cPOggVFsb0AF6HIGJcbxvug0esh1l8tu-D-vitmF_eXZrkX7fnSXZobdTi_dU2ds08AVQxNOT1FPh_XmwXx5IscooY6tCSfL8L9GQZZzIyu


Why an India court ruling on a 2018 deal is rattling 
foreign investors

BBC

On 15 January 2026, India's top court ruled that US investment firm 

Tiger Global must pay tax in India on the sale of its stake in e-

commerce giant Flipkart to Walmart in 2018. The 152-page 

judgment overturned a 2024 Delhi high court decision that had 

allowed Tiger Global to claim tax relief under a decades-old India–

Mauritius tax treaty.

The ruling, which could reshape how foreign investors exit their 

Indian investments, sets out a tougher interpretation of tax treaties. 

It allows authorities to deny treaty benefits if offshore investment 

structures are deemed to be sham entities with little commercial 

substance even when investors hold valid documentation.

The judgement gives India wide powers to scrutinise any offshore 

corporate deal. But experts warn it could unsettle international 

investors and hurt business sentiment.

https://f44ul.r.a.d.sendibm1.com/mk/cl/f/uGbyQfRkbPX3DI1QSedo-9VSjV6rA2agf02A6SqyKATx6ASLHzNzOH7UZOw_3HlfODE9F5wlCoEHqUWgtUtfw6-NSemHwNvRaXVnBIujbzPyVRbswqOPXNwJo_EmxG1NqP9smYeOxz3bwYQT8PnwxOG_2PVMJAarCIcSSbOmXC85amlcNi2H1ZXvP569IkoPWtmYgpyIY6siBV6G9_0QLidvxp_ufiuAg617


Interest on fixed deposits like LTCG and 

STCG, lock-in period of 3 years like ELSS 

for 80C advantage, what SBI Research 

suggests for Budget 2026

SBI Research, in its Budget 2026 expectation report, has 

suggested the government to announce tax treatment for 

interest on fixed deposits (FDs) at par with LTCG (long-term 

capital gains) and STCG (short-term capital gains). The report 

also suggests Finance Minister Nirmala Sitharaman may 

reduce the lock-in period for tax-saving fixed deposit (FD) 

schemes from 5 years to 3 years in line with Equity Linked 

Savings Scheme (ELSS) mutual fund.

The Economic Times

https://f44ul.r.a.d.sendibm1.com/mk/cl/f/OFizwURCAkhzKlOtQXvqHieqB2BokSbiPsTp0uu9lb4qukqBMUekweIKwxzLdDBNmCFqHyLHxh83vyr6j9aHu6kcpJvwrZHwDlCNFZCJEZtB_hdCavPpA638Os1uFTefrA0E0aV7MriUjztx7cvwVY8TmqAmKPbVPM4uNB4hjbc6uYHJ36aKDJ2X3JpV4c55k2uX71WMdHL0zxmIsSrZfqmTQtq_cxXRepI8Bdh0_EzJ5TXooc-2vLuntEm62TfHS8un_JoEHzUmcrXZS1YRN7HKswoCniugzKOciyAchNzZLZ8GbB4hc0aCGW7SSNmbEv-F5bSvXBpBOnoRbZQnnZhNTrvLzg2-8mjDXrrBlfg0u7-fEQDBNBtD72w8cdPab2r6jOAB4ECUbqKVv-EegRPsGdrwDgVUiD722DclUpPRBYMxmDWogkHRJqzxPfrFhkRO6fKdgiAZfVuO0aoU1-n9FsWnzNm0kWFVy5IkX2aGakeaCEF0yHL3kUOz2KEZpXsvkEcOYhFTyCzoxqx5IBSNKMvGBKDGwhMm1brmQYZ5ArtGqQ
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